The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) is a Federal Program that was
established by an Act of Congress in 1964 to provide funds and matching grants to
federal, state and local governments for the acquisition of land and water, and
easements on land and water, for the benefit of all Americans. The main emphases of
the fund are recreation and the protection of national natural treasures in the forms of
parks and protected forest and wildlife areas.

Whereas: Montana’s Outdoor Heritage is vital to the quality of life of our citizens and
the United States as a whole.

Whereas: Public Access to public water, wildlife and land help ensure a vibrant,
economically resilient sector of Montana’s economy.

Whereas: The Land & Water Conservation Fund has been vital in helping the
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks fund operations in State Parks for the benefit
and enjoyment of all Montanans and visitors to the Great State of Montana.

Whereas: The Land & Water Conservation Fund is responsible for helping fund the
acquisition of approximately 70% of all Fishing Access Sites in Montana.

Whereas: The Land & Water Conservation Fund has been judiciously and efficiently
used to ensure future hunting and angling opportunity through the purchase of strategic
pieces of land.

Whereas: The Land & Water Conservation Fund has been instrumental in conserving
vital habitat for Threatened and Endangered Species, ensuring their eventual delisting
and return to State Management.

Whereas: The ability to connect with Montana’s outdoor spaces, publicly owned wildlife,
rivers and streams is one of Montana’s greatest assets.

Whereas the Land and Water Conservation Fund stateside assistance program has
greatly improved the quality of life for all Montana citizens through projects on school
playgrounds, city parks, increased recreational opportunities in towns and state lands
for non-consumptive users,

Whereas: Protecting working landscapes through conservation easements ensures that
farmers and ranchers will be able to pass their operations down to their children while
preserving Montana’s unique and vibrant landscape.

Whereas: Senators Max Baucus & Jon Tester have long advocated for access to public
lands and waters, fought for funding of the Land & Water Conservation Fund, and
helped ensure Montana’s economic diversity through their stalwart championship of the
Land & Water Conservation Fund.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Act_of_Congress

Therefore, be it resolved in acclimation of the Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks
Commission acting in regular session on November 13", 2013 in Helena Montana that
the Land & Water Conservation Fund should be reauthorized with no sunset date. Be it
further resolved that the United States Congress must full fund the Land & Water
Conservation Fund to the full amount of $900 million per year from offshore mineral
leasing royalty without diversion to other programs.



